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Statehouse may See influx of guns 


Measure allowing employees to carry firearms 
into site raises concerns for some lawmakers 


Kaitlin L Lange 
Indianapolis Star 
USA TODAY NETWORK 


As lawmakers prepare to return to the 
Statehouse in January for the upcoming 
legislative session, leadership is prepping 
for the potential influx of more handguns. 

Lawmakers approved a bill this spring 
that allows House and Senate staff, along 
with workers at the Legislative Services 
Agency and the Indiana Lobby Registra- 
tion Commission, to bring firearms into 


the Statehouse, if they have a permit. 

Supporters of the law saw it as a way to 
keep legislative employees safe at night, 
following reports of a few shootings near 
the Statehouse. 

However, opponents are worried 
about the concept of allowing guns in any 
workplace, where sometimes uncomfort- 
able conversations are necessary and 
tensions can run high. 

"I manage people at my real job and I 
know that can be intimidating if you’re a 
manager and you have an employee that 


you might need to discipline," said Rep. 
Phil GiaQuinta, D-Fort Wayne. "Some- 
times with the added pressure here... 
tempers can fly at night." 

According to the Crime Prevention Re- 
search Center, 20 other states allow fire- 
arms on Statehouse grounds in some 
fashion. Most allow average citizens to 
bring their firearms into the Statehouse. 
Only two states specifically restrict it to 
lawmakers and their staffs. 

However, most publicly visible and 
large companies with a diverse set of em- 
ployees don't permit guns in the work- 
place, said Christopher Schrader, director 
of government affairs for Indiana State 
Council of Society of Human Resource 


Management. The possibility of the pres- 
ence of firearms during tense personnel 
situations would worry human resources 
professionals, he said. 

According to the Bureau of Labor 
Statistics, there were 415 workplace 
homicides in 2015 in the U.S., 354 of 
which were from shootings. 

The business community pushed back 
in 2010 when Indiana passed a law pro- 
hibiting companies from banning fire- 
arms if they were locked in employees' 
cars on company grounds. 

"Unfortunately it means for Hoosier 
employers and employees that a some- 


See GUNS, Page 14A 


Mozel Sanders’ dinner 
is Massive undertaking 


Emma Kate Fittes 
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What will Cullen Simpson eat af- 
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Mozel Sanders Foundation helper Ash Moore helps prepare meals on Thursday. PHOTOS BY MICHELLE PEMBERTON/INDYSTAR 


Volunteers serve thousands 
of meals to those in need 


and securing deals for the intimidat- 
ing $100,000 grocery list. 

On Thursday more than 2,000 vol- 
unteers cooked, packaged and deliv- 
ered 15,000 pounds of turkey, 10,000 
pounds of dressing, 2,000 cans of 
green beans, 1,200 gallons of gravy, 
80,000 dinner rolls and 10,000 
pounds of apple crisp. 

After almost three decades of vol- 


“The need 
doesn’t 
seem to end.” 


Flora Garrison 
Volunteer with Mozel Sanders Foundation 


Nassar 
admits 
abusing 
patients 


Ex-USA Gymnastics 
doctor pleads guilty 


Matt Mencarini, Tim Evans, Mark 
Alesia and Marisa Kwiatkowski 


Indianapolis Star 
USA TODAY NETWORK 


LANSING, Mich. — For more than 14 
months, through more than a100 sexual 
assault allegations, former Michigan 
State University and USA Gymnastics 
doctor Larry Nassar had maintained 
that he performed legitimate medical 
procedures. 

That changed Wednesday morning. 

Nassar, 54, of Holt, Michigan, plead- 
ed guilty to seven counts of first-degree 
criminal sexual 
conduct in con- 
nection with sev- 
en victims. All but 
one was abused 


during a medical 
appointment. In- 
gham County Cir- 
cuit Judge Rose- 
marie Aquilina 
accepted his 
guilty pleas and 
set a his sentenc- 
ing hearing for 
Jan. 12. 
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Larry Nassar 
pleaded guilty to 
seven counts of 
criminal sexual 
conduct. 


ter a 12-hour day of preparing around 
40,000 Thanksgiving dinners? 

“A cheeseburger,’ the executive 
chef said without hesitation. 

It’s hard to blame him, considering 
hes been thinking about turkey, 
green beans and dressing for the last 
six months. That’s how long it takes 
to prepare for Mozel Sanders’ mas- 
sive annual Thanksgiving dinner, in- 
cluding meeting with manufacturers 


unteering with the Indianapolis 
foundation, Simpson has the home- 
style recipes down to a science. 
When asked how he handles it all, he 
says it’s really pretty simple. 

“As a chef you're trained to prepare 
food for a lot of people,” he said. “SoI 
plan like I’m preparing for 1,000 peo- 


Allegations 
that Nassar sexually assaulted female 
gymnasts were first reported in Sep- 
tember 2016 as part of an IndyStar in- 
vestigation into sexual abuse in wom- 
en's gymnastics. After that story was 
published, more than 100 victims — 
from club gymnasts in Michigan to sev- 


Mozel Sanders Foundation 
volunteer Jill Schroach helps 
prepare green beans. 


See DINNER, Page 5A See NASSAR, Page 15A 
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Tightened security marks annual Macy’s 
Thanksgiving Day Parade in NYC, 1B 
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out community, 3A 
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